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We’ve all used the term “special interest” to label powerful groups that lobby government to grant them special privileges.  But we each want government to do something special for us.  It might be as universal as lowering our taxes or as special as passing legislation furthering a specific cause we champion.  In this sense, to our legislators, we are each a “special interest”.





If we’re alone in our cause, it’s unlikely much attention will be paid to our requests.  But, if we represent or are part of large blocks of campaign financing (businesses) or large numbers of people (social causes or demographic groups such as seniors), we will have attention paid to our requests.  In this way we’re all “special interests” that differ only in the amount of clout we carry.





But “special interests” can affect things in ways other than lobbying for favorable legislation.  They can stop, or cause never to get started, new ways of doing things.  The mere presence of a group that will oppose any change in present practices is usually enough to keep that change from ever seeing the light of day.





The kernel of this thought came to me a few weeks ago when the forest fires in the west were a major news item.  There seems to be common agreement that the root cause for so many out of control fires is that there is too much dead wood and brush on the forest floor.  This provides fuel that makes these fires hot enough and sustained enough to burn through the bark of the big trees.





In the good old days, prior to forest fire supp
